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life by the

Rod Properjohn for
LIQUOR BARONS 
TASTING PANEL

Established by the 
Erceg family in 2009 
on the historical Roe 
property in Caversham, 
Mandoon Estate winery 
was built in the same 
year and the fi rst vin-
tage was celebrated 
in 2010 under the deft 
talents of winemaker 
Ryan Sudano, who had 
a previous successful 
stint at Western Range 
in Chittering.
A couple of Mandoon 
wines have made it to 
our tasting panel and 
we have been very 
impressed and when 
wine show results are 
examined, we under-
stand why. Mandoon 
has won 10 trophies 
and 23 gold medals in 
wine shows this year, 
including the trophy for 
the most successful WA 
exhibitor (under 300 
tonne) and the trophy 
for the most successful 
WA exhibitor (overall) 
in the Perth Royal Wine 
Show, a remarkable 
achievement for such a 
new and small winery.
Ryan is circumspect 
about the wines he 
makes. He allows the 
grapes to do the talking 
and uses rudimentary 
techniques, albeit with 
the newest of equip-
ment, to convert fruit 
into beautifully balanced 
wines. The grapes are 
harvested from old 
vines off the estate 
property, the Margaret 
River Research Station 
where Mandoon has an 
extended lease and from 
other sites in WA that 
excite him. Phone 9274 
4346 for directions 
before visiting the estate 
because the entrance 

off Reid Highway is as 
hard to fi nd as a bottle 
of wine in a wowser’s 
cupboard. 

Mandoon 2013 Verdelho
Harvested off the 
home property, 
this wine has the 
Swan Valley 
indelibly stamped 
in it. It is rich with 
spice and stone 
fruit, has great 
texture and is dry 
all the way to a 
satisfying fi nish. 
Try with belly of 
pork. 
☛ Score 17.5. $20

Mandoon 2011 Old Vine 
Grenache
Doubt you’d fi nd 
a better grenache 
from the Swan. 
This is fl eshy and 
mouth fi lling with 
a concentration of 
dark fruits, silky 
tannins and a 
fi rm drying fi nish. 
Smashing with a 
thick char-grilled 
rib eye. 
☛ Score 17.5. $22

Mandoon 2010 Research 
Station Reserve Cabernet 
Sauvignon
A strong show 
performer, 
this Margaret 
River cabernet 
has power yet 
elegance, with 
blackcurrant, 
olive, ripe tannins, 
well-meshed oak 
and grippy fi n-
ish. Brilliant with 
a slow-roasted 
shoulder of lamb. 
☛ Score 18.5. $45

bl h d b h

New star
Mandoon Estate may not be 
a well-known winery yet, 
but watch this space.

For the meat in the 
sandwich, the second 
instalment of Suzanne 
Collins’ dystopian 
teen fi ction trilogy is 
surprisingly satisfying. 

Whereas the fi rst fi lm 
could have stood happily 
alone, there is no escaping 
the fact that Catching Fire 
is a mid-section movie that 
will leave fans hungry for 
the fi nale, Mockingjay 
(which is being divided 
Harry Potter-style into two 
parts).

Proceedings defi nitely 
end abruptly after a 
lengthy146-minute running 
time.

But it works wonders 
in developing political 
purpose and character 
– especially Katniss 
Everdeen (Jennifer 
Lawrence) – in a futuristic 
action movie fable of 
oppression and rebellion 
savvy enough to lure 
teenagers of both genders.

As ever, Lawrence’s 
Katniss is a heroine to 
cheer for; she’s brave, 
strong, her moral compass 

is in full working order 
and she’s not afraid to 
admit she’s both haunted 
and terrifi ed. 

And who wouldn’t 
be? After all, she won 
the 74th Hunger Games, 
the annual Darwinian 
spectacle pitting teens from 
12 impoverished districts 
against each other in a 
fi ght to the death –  all for 
the televised amusement 
of the wealthy Capitol of 
Panem. 

When she broke the 
rules and saved her fellow 
District 12 tribute Peeta 
(Josh Hutcherson), 
Katniss earned the love 
of the people and invoked 
the fury of Panem’s 
President Snow (Donald 
Sutherland). 

Her punishment plays 
out in Catching Fire when 
she’s cast back into the ring 
in a special all-star Hunger 
Games, which Snow is 
determined will have her 
reputation undone and her 
demise sealed in blood.  

But it takes a good hour 
for the games to begin. 
Directed by Francis 
Lawrence (I Am Legend), 
taking over from Gary 
Ross, the fi rst section 
lingers over the rumbling 

of dissent in the districts, 
cleverly playing out the 
politics and what’s at stake 
for the people, as well 
as Katniss’s own family 
and true love Gael (Liam 
Hemsworth).

Several characters 
from the fi rst fi lm return, 
including Stanley Tucci, 
Woody Harrelson, 
Elizabeth Banks and 
Lenny Kravitz, with the 
happy addition of Philip 

Seymour Hoffman as 
game master Plutarch 
Heavensbee and Jena 
Malone as the feisty tribute 
Johanna.  

My 13-year-old teen 
fi ction adviser, who gets 
infuriated when movie 
adaptations stray too far 
from their source, reckons 
it’s worth its salt. 

My guess is it will fi re 
up fans and win new ones 
along the way. 

Fans will be hungry for more
The Hunger Games: 
Catching Fire (M) 

✪ ✪ ✪ ✪ 
REVIEW: PIER  LEACH

■  Facing punishment, Katniss Everdeen (Jennifer Lawrence) 
still has her moral compass in tact.

✪ Average star ratings

REWIND
■   Adoration (MA15+)   ✪ ✪ 

“Anne Fontaine’s sexual drama about 
two mothers (Naomi Watts, Robin 
Wright) who take each other’s son for 
a lover is challenging viewing ... but 
maybe not as challenging as it should 
be,” says the LA Times. But Variety calls 
it “a ludicrous melodrama that begs to 
be handled as an over-the-top sex farce 
but is instead treated with the solemnity 
of a wake, albeit one with a rather 
lenient dress code”.

■   Enough Said (M)   ✪ ✪ ✪ ✪
“Line for line, scene for scene, it is 
one of the best-written American fi lm 
comedies in recent memory and an 
implicit rebuke to the raunchy, sloppy 
spectacles of immaturity that have 
dominated the genre in recent years,” 
says the NY Times. Rolling Stone says: 
“It sounds like rom-com hell. And it 
would be if [James] Gandolfi ni and 
[Julia] Louis-Dreyfus weren’t such an 
appealing pair of misfi ts. It’s a pleasure 
just to watch them spar.”

■   Filth (R)  ✪ ✪ ✪ ✪½ 
“Powered by a vigorous, image-
shedding lead turn from James McAvoy 
as a coked-up Edinburgh detective on 
the fast track to either promotion or 
self-implosion, this descent into Scotch-
marinated madness begins as ugly 
comedy, segues almost imperceptibly 
into farcical tragedy, and inevitably 
– perhaps intentionally – loses control 
in the process,” says Variety. The 
Guardian calls it “a bizarre, dyspeptic 
vomit of despair in a violent world”.

What the critics are saying…
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Australian actor turned 
Hollywood star Eric Bana will be 
at Luna Leederville on Tuesday to 
launch his new British fi lm, Closed 
Circuit.

He will introduce and talk about 
the acclaimed thriller before the 
screening at 6.30pm on November 
26, with a question-and-answer 
session to follow.

From the producers of Tinker 
Tailor Soldier Spy, Closed Circuit is 
a thought-provoking political thriller 
that explores the very contemporary 
subjects of conspiracy, terrorism 
and privacy.

When a bomb goes off in a busy 
London marketplace, a member 
of a terrorist cell is accused of 
masterminding the attack.

He is arrested and imprisoned, 
and two lawyers are assigned to his 
high-profi le case – defence lawyer 
Martin Rose (Eric Bana) and 
special advocate Claudia Simmons-
Howe (Rebecca Hall).

They have a complicated history of 
their own, but must work together 
to defend their client, uncover the 
unimaginable truth and stay alive.

Book tickets, $25, through 
lunapalace.com.au.

Thriller talk with Bana

Amberley
Secret Lane Wines

2 for $30
twin buy

Wine of the Month

Available at all Liquor Barons
stores until 1st Dec 2013
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